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REFERENCES 
TO THE 


PLAN OF THE FORTIFICATIONS., 


1 Alcove, or Pemberton's Parlour. 

2 Abbey-gate. 

3 Bars-gate. 

4 Bridge-gate. 

5 Bridge-street. 

6 St. Bridget's church. 

7 Cathedral, 

8 Castle. 

9 Cow. lane. 
10 Cow-lane- gate, or Turnpike, 
11 Eastgate. 


12 Eastgate-street. 


13 Foregate-street. 

14 Flankers on the River. 

15 Flankers at Flookersbrook. 

16 Flankers at Further Northgate-street. 
17 Flankers facing Stone-bridge. 

18 Further Northgate-street. 

19 Further Northgate-street Turnpike.. 
20 Further Abbey-gate, 

21 Gun-mount. 

22 Horn-lane. 

23 Horn-lane mount, 

24 Horn-lane flanker, 

35 St John's church. . 
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REFERENCES, g.. 


26 St. John's church-yard battery. "ID 
27 Justing Oroſt; a place for Justo, tilts, and tour na- 


ments. 


28 Kaleyard-gate. yin 


29 Morgan's mount. | | . 


30 Mount in the lane leading to Stone-bridge, 
formerly leading to the Marsh. 

31 St. Mary's church. 

32 St. Michael's church. 

33 St. Martin's church. 

34 Northgate. 

35 Newgate, | ö 

36 New Tover. Es” EO 

37 Northgate-street, 

38 St. Olave's church. 


39 Out-works on the hill at the e Lite l hate. | 


40 Phoenix Tower. 1001 27 Gol 38 
41 Phoenix Tower. mount. 


je 343 


42 St. Peter's church. 4 
43 Reed's mount. : 


[33-2 3S 23TGH 32715) 


44 N Square platform « on n the walls. 


46 Trinity church. boni- un 
47 Dr. Walley's mount. SEI 
48 Water Tower. (anon Set 
49 Watergate. | 


50 Watergate-street. orgs 2 Hol. 


o Walls. 
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# The Siege of Chester. 
ö 


CHAP. I. 


j — 
ö 1642. 


Ar the commencement of the civil war be- 


tween the King and his Parliament, the city of | 


Chester was not wanting in its best endeavours, 
: for the service of their Sovereign; Lord Claren- 


B B | don 


— rr 


10 


don says, That city was firm to the King, by 


the virtue of its inhabitants, and certain it is, 
tnat the fidelity and integrity of the Magistrates, 
the interest of the Bishop, and other leading per- 
sons, particularly Sir Orlando Bridgeman, (who 


not only informed them of their duty, but upon 


his credit and estate, both considerable, cupplied 


them with whatever was necessary for their de- 
fines] served essentially to confirm the Ws in 
their allegiance and affection to his Majesty. 

Ox monday the eighth of August, the disaffected 
within the city of Chester, in defiance of the 
King's authority, caused a drum to beat publicly 


in the streets of the city, inviting and exhorting the 


people to enlist themselves on the side of the Par- 
liament, and several accordingly resorted to them; 
information being given to the Mayor, Thomas 


Cowper, Esq, he immediately ordered some con- 


stables 


* um, * 
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Bl 
stables to apprehend those who were proceeding 
in that manner, but they forcibly resisted and 


compelled the constables to retire;—then- the 


Mayor came forward in person to expostulate with 


them on their conduct, when upon being disre- 
spectfully treated, he advanced briskly up to one 
of the Parliamentarians, and seizing him by the 
the collar, delivered him to the constables.— He 
then wrested a broad sword from another of the 
party, and with it instantly cut the drum to pieces, | 
and secured the drummer, whom together with 
three or four others he committed to prison, and 
the remainder submitted without further resist- 
ance. During this affray | the common bell was 
rung, the citizens came out armed and great tu- 
mult prevailed ; but when the mayor discharged 
himself from the crowd, and the citizens saw him 


safe and unhurt, peace was soon restored. . 


Tris 


8 
Tuis alarmed the loyalists, and on Friday the 
21st of October, the new Mayor, Mr. William 
Ince, called a common-council ; which taking in- 
to consideration the apparent, and present dan- 
gers that were upon chis land, and how necessary 
it was, that special care should be taken for the de- 
; tence of the city; did thereupon order, that three 
hundred men, inhabitants of Chester, should be 
raised (beside the trained band thereof) and be 
properly armed, and the members of that assem- 
bly voluntarily offered to find (some more and 
some less) muskets, with their appurtenances; for 
the said levies, and to produce the same to be 
viewed by the mayor and his brethren, upon the 
Tuesday following, at two of the clock in the 
afternoon. 
Arx another assembly, or common- council, held 
upon Friday the 11th day of November, it was 


ordered 
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ordered, that in consideration of the dangers and 


distractions, then in the nation, a constant watch 
Should be kept for the preservation and safe-guard 
of the city, viz: that there should be four mus- 


keteers, and four halberdiers, day and night, at 


each gate, the New-gate excepted, to the care of 


which, half the number to be appointed; and 
that there should be a sufficient court of guard 
continually kept at the High-Cross, from whence 
the several watches might be relieved and supplied, 
that proper and experienced soldiers be appointed, 


to exercise and discipline the new raised men ; 


that an assessment of 661. 138. 4d. per month be 


made for the maintenance of the watch; that on 


the Monday following there should be a general 

muster of all the soldiery within the city. 
LixEw1sE, at an assembly held upon Friday the 
Fe 3d 


| 
| 
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3d day of February following*, it was ordered 


an assessment of 5001. should be made, and 


forewith collected, upon the citizens and inhabi- 
tants of the city and liberties thereof, for the 


making of fortifications for the defence of the 


place, and the defraying divers charges and ex- 


pences necessarily incident thereunto ; and certain 
of the body-corporate were nominated and au- 


| thoriſed to be assessors, and collectors accordingly. 


 TarsE loyal proceedings being related to his 


Majesty, he considered, (as Lord Clarendon tells 
us) that his faithful citizens at Chester, had no 
officers of skill and experience to manage and 
direct that courage, which at least, was willing 
to defend their own walls; which they were now 


like 


A copy of the original record is annexed, with an asterisk 


att ache d to each name pretent on this very loyal occasion. 
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like to be put to; he therefore sent thither Sir 


Nicholas Byron, of nn a soldier of very 
good command, wich a commission of Colonel 
General of Cheshire and Shropshire, and to be 
Governor of Chester; who being a person of 
great affability and dexterity, as well as martial 
knowledge, gave great life to the designs of the 
well - affected there, and with the encouragement 
of some gentlemen of North Wales, in a short 
time raised such a power of horse and foot, as 
made often skirmishes with the enemy; some- 
times with notable advantage and seldom with 
any signal loss. 
T HE outworks 1 intrenchments were carried 
on with such vigour, that in the beginning of the 
next summer, the mud walls, mounts, bastions, & 
were all completed. The outworks commenced 
at the Alcove on the City Walls, which lies be- 


tween 


16 


tween the Water-tower and the North-gate, and 
proceeded ends the stone bridge leading to 
Blacon, then inclining to the north-east, took in 
the utmost limits in the Further North- gate street; 
then turning eastward near Flogkerd-lrock, encom- 
passed Horn- lane and all that part of the town to 
Boughton; from whence the works were carried 
down to the edge of St. John's Dee. | 
SIR William Brereton, a contleman of competent 
fortune in this county, and knight for the shire in 
Parliament (a man most notorious for an aversion 
to the government of the church) came to Nantwick 
with a troop of horse and a regiment of dragoons, 
and fortified that place as the King's party did 
Chester ; with the intention of protecting those 
who were of his party, and under that shelter to 


encourage them to appear. 
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July 18. Sis William Brereton came with his 


forces before this city, and, on the 20th, made a 


violent attack on the works, which were so reso- 
lutely defended, that he was repulsed, and forced 
to retire : many of his men were killed and car- 
ried away in carts. The besieged had no loss, 
except that one person was shot, who was fool- 
hardy enough to stand upright, on the highest 
part of the works in defiance of the enemy; and 
another was wounded under similar circumstances. 
— Sir William then joined Sir Thomas Middleton, 
and besieged the castle of Flint ; Colonel Mostyn, 
governor for the King, held out till all provisions, 
even to horses failed; he then surrendered upon 

honourable terms. 
Dunixs the time of this siege, the garrison of 
Chester were busily employed in pulling down the 
Spittal-Bonghton chapel, all the houses thereabouts, 
g C and 


18 


and many other houses and ——_ in that neigh- 


bourhood, to prevent the enemy from harbouring 


in them, to the great annoyance of the City. 

AT this time his Majesty received such advices 
gen several parts, as induced him to think it 
necessary to proceed to Chester, to secure that 
city in his interest, being of the utmost import- 
ance, as the key to Ireland; he therefore previous 


to his departure from Stafford for Shrewsbury, 


dispatched a courier to Chester with the following 


letter :— 
CHARLES R. 
« Trusty and well-beloced, 
Mae greete you well; whereas We have resoloed to 


6 make repayre to our Citie Chester, on Friday next; 
% These are to will and require you, to warne all the 
3 Trayne-Bands of that our Citie, to be in readiness, 
*6 and gice their attendance to Us," in our entrance into 
« the game; and to take care that necessary provision bez 
| ; & made 


. S IR DSP 
i 


19 
made for entertainment of Us, and our retinue, soe not 
8 doubting of your diligence therein, we bid on heartily 
% farewell. 
„ Gen at our Court at Stafford, 18th of Septem- 


ber, 1642.” 


To our trusty and well- belored Thomas Cowper, Mayor 
of our Citie of Chester. 


ACccoRDINGLY on Friday 23d of September, the 
King, attended by many of the nobility and gentry, 
approached the city of Chester ; the train-bands, 


well accoutred, were regularly drawn up on each 


side of the Foregate-street. The several incorpo- 


rated companies, with their respective colours and 
banners, were properly ranged along the East- 
gate-street : the sheriffs, sheriff's peers and com- 
mon council in their gowns, being well mounted, 
and their horses caparisoned, received his Majesty 
at Spittal Boughton, 

C 2 | Tu 
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Tux mayor, recorder and aldermen in their 
proper habits, were on the south side of the East- 


gate street, upon a scaffold railed and hung around 


with tapestry. 


 Urox the King's arrival at the place, where the 
magistrates stood, the recorder addressed him in 


an appropriate speech, after which the mayor im- 


mediately came down from the stand, and upon 


his knees delivered the city sword to the King, 
who graciously returned it, when the mayor bare 


headed carried the same before his Majesty to the 


Pentice, where he and his suit were entertain- 


ed, and the mayor, in the name of the cor- 
poration, presented the King with 2001. in gold, 
and 1001. to the Prince of Wales, which were 
thankfully received. 6 


His Majesty having received intimation that a 


number of arms and warlike stores, had been pri- 


vately 
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vately brought into the city by some disaffected 


persons, thought proper to issue out the following 


mandate that evening, 
CHARLES R. 

„% These are to will and require you and every of 
+ you, taking unto you and every of you, the assistance 
4 of the sheriffs of our city Chester, and suoli other 
« force of the said city as you the said Mayor thereof, 
* Earl of Dads, Earl Rivers, Lord Vise. Cholmondeley, 
Nobert Brerewood, Recorder ; William Gamul, Chas. 


o 


* 


Welley and Thomas Throppe, aldermen of our said 
& citty, or every of you as you hall thinke meete, as soon 
* as you conventently may, to search the several houses of 
% Sir Wiliam Brereton, Bart. William Edwards and 
* Thomas Aldersey, aldermen, the Red Lyon and Golden 
* Lyon Inns, situate in our said citty, wherein you, or 
% every of you, 8hall suspect ts be any armes or ammuni- 


« tion, intended to be used against us, or any person or 


persons 


5 


. 
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„ persons 4 authority from us ; or against any of 
© our lovꝛng Subjects ; and all Such armes and ammunition, 
* that you or any of you Should find upon your sad 
4 $earch, to 18 and take into your custodies for the use 
, Us, to be dieposed as We shall appoint. 

& Given at our Court at Chester, this 26th of Sep- 
tember in the eighteenth year of our reign. 

His Majesty departed thence much sooner than 
he at first intended, owing to the arrival of a mes- 
senger from Prince Rupert, who informed him of 
the important advantage before Worcester, and pre- 
sented him with the colours which had been taken 
from the enemy. 

Nod. 11. Sis William Brereton came with his 
forces to Hemwdew Caotle, five miles distant from 
Chester. Mr. Thomas Ravenscroft, of Bretton, and 
Mr. John Aldersey, being then in possession of that 


garrison, received Sir William, and his party with 
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Re 


* . | : : 3 5 
every demonstration of joy. Sir Wham now be- 


ing in possession of this strong fortress, and like- 
wise of the town of Hawarden, prevented the gar- 
rison of Chester from receiving coals, corn, and 
other provisions, from that neighbourhood, which 
proved a great inconvenience. 

In the evening.of the same day Mr. — 


pretending to be of the King's party, had the au- 


lacity to enter the city, and apply to the governor 


\ 
\ 
\ 


for a barrel of gun- powder, and a quantity of 


match, which as he was unsuspected, were deli- 
vered to him by the store-keeper of the garrison.* 
Sir William Brereton, on the Thursday following, 
Sent an authoritative summons, from the castle of 
Hawarden, to Sir Abraham Shipman, then governor 
of Chester, expressly requiring him to surrender 


that 


This action of Mr. Ravenscroft's made him highly esteemed 
by his party, 


24 


that city, adding some severe threats in case of 


refusal. 
The governor sent him in answer, „That he 
was not to be intimidated by words, and Sir Wil- 


liam must win it and wear it. The governor then 


thought proper to order Hand- bridge suburbs and 


Overleigh-hall to be burnt down, to prevent the 
enemy from sheltering themselves there, if they 


should come to attack the city; and the next day 


he Mkewlse ordered Backe-hat! and Flookerdbrook-halt 


to be burnt down, for fear of affording a lodg- 
ment for the enemy from another quarter. 

The situation of the families residing in the 
suburbs was truly deplorable, being forced to 
make a hasty retreat from their habitations, to 
seek shelter in the houses of the hospitable and 
humane, who dwelt within the walls ; and their 
property an without the least prospect ' of 


redress 
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redress; but these are few, when compared to the 
no dreadful ortioehuences attendant on civil 
discord. 

| The people within the walls were nearly in as 
distressed a situation, being in continual appre- 
hension of an attack from Sir Villiam, but were 


suddenly relieved, receiving information of the 


castle of Hawarden being besieged by the King's 


party, who had landed at Mostyn, in their return 
from Treland, on an expedition to quell the disturb- 
ances in that kingdom. 

Ox the arrival of the King's troops before the 
castle of Hawarden, Colonel Marrow sent them a 
verbal summons by a trumpeter, to which they, 


in the garrison, sent in return a long paper, in 


the puritanical stile of those times, concluding 


thus :—** We fear the loss of our religion more 


«« than the loss of our dearest blood, and being re- 
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% solved to make it good, we put our lives into 


* 


the hands of that God who can, and we hope 
& will, secure them more than our walls or wea- 


cc pons. 


* Butler, in his Hudibras, takes notice of them making 1eli- 
gion their plea for war, in the following lines: | 


. © » For he was of that stubborn crew 

Of errant saints, whom all men grant 

To be the true church militant ; 

Such as do build their faith upon 
The holy text of pike and gun; 

Decide all conttovers ies by 

Infallible artillery; 

And prove their doctrine orthodox 

By apostolic blows and knocks; 

Call fire and sword, and desolation, 

A godly, thorough reformation, 

Which always must be carried on, 

And still be doing, never done, — 


Coroner Marrow immediately sent the follow- 


ing reply : 


66 Gentlemen, 


en __ 
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& Gentlemen, 

« Ir is not to hear you preach that I am sent 
„ hither, but it is, in his Majesty's name, to 
« demand the castle for his Majesty's use, as 
_ your allegiance binds you to be true to him ; 
and not to inveigle those innocent souls that are 
« within with you; I desire your resolution 
„ whether you will deliver the castle or not.” 

Nov. 21. A rejoinder was sent from the castle, 
in much the same sty le as the former answer, inti- 
mating, That they were satisfied of Colonel Mar- 
„ row's dislike to preaching, that God would re- 


4 quire blood from those who shed it, that they 


6 relied upon the Lord of Hosts, 


Nov. 22. Sir Michael Ernie and Major-general 
Gibson arrived with some additional forces from 


D'2 Ireland 


28 


5 Ireland, and sent another summons in form; but 


received a similar answer to the former.“ The 


N ö * 24 
A . * c * , „ 
* 2: = ee 
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* A letter was ſent, with this ſummons, from Captain Sand- 
ford, who came with Sir Michael from Ireland, which, for its 
fingularity, is worthy of inſert ion: 

1 Gentlemen, 
| 4 | ”Y preſume you very well know, or have heard, of my con- 
3 &« dition and diſpoſition, and that I neither give nor take quarter 
J am now with my firelocks, who never yet neglected oppor- 
« tunities to correct rebels, ready to uſe you as I have done the 
| f | « Triſh, but loath I am to ſpill my countrymen's blood. Where 
Ip . | « fore by theſe I adviſe you to your fealty and obedience to his 
if | % Majeſty, and to ſhew yourſelves ſubjects by delivering the 
| 4 caſtle into my hands for his Majeſty's uſe; in ſo doing you 
f | _ $ ſhall be received into mercy, &c. Otherwiſe, if you put me 
| 1 . . to the leaſt trouble, or loſs of blood, to force you, expect no 
1 quarter for man woman or child. I hear you have ſome of 
&« our late Iriſh army in your company, they very well know 
ei me, and that my firelocks uſed not to parley. Be not unad- 
« viſed, but think of your liberty, for, I vow, all hopes of re- 
| cc lief are taken from you, and our intents are not to ſtarve 
74 you, but to batter and ſtorm you, and then hang you all, and 
F | 6 follow the reſt of that rebel crew. I am no bread and cheeſe 
e rogue, but was ever a loyaliſt, and will be while I can write 
or name | TH. SANDFORD 
Cap. of Firelocks, 
expect your ſpeedy anſwer, this Tueſday night, at Broad- 
% /anxe-hal}, where I now am your near neighbour, 
ﬆ To the Officer commanding in chief 
« at Hawarcen-caile, and his : | 
6 con ſorts there,” 4 
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The garrison not surrendering, it was thought 


necessary to apply to Chester for a reinforcement ; 


the governor immediately called a council for that 


purpose, who, after some debate, came to the fol- 


lowing resolution: 


cc 


£6 


vs 


cc 


66 


5 


cc 


6c 


«cc 


cc 


66 


«© At a council holden at the council-chamber, 


within his Majesty's castle, at Chester, this first 


day of December, 1643. We, whose names are 
hereunto subscribed, having duly weighed and 
considered the application and request of Sir 
Michael Ernly, knight, and Major-General Rich- 
ard Gibson, for aid and assistance, whereby to ena- 
ble them to reduce the rebel bernd at Hawar- 
den; it is hereby ordered, that on the morrow, 
by break of day, 300 of the citizens and train- 
bands, with their proper officers, together with 
the companies of Captains Thropp and Morgell 
do march to the assistance of the King's forces 


8 now 
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c now at Hawarden, and that this detachment shall 


«© be commanded by Lieutenant-colonel John No- 
: * | R 


„ Bison. 


(Signed) **Abraham Sharmam, Rob. Cholmon- 


% deley, Wm. Manwairing*, Robt. Brerewood, Tho. 


% Cooper, Francis Gamull, R. Grosvenor, Tho. Thropp, 


„Ca. Watley.”” 


Dec. 2. Accordingly this reinforcement came 


to Hawarden, andthe next day a brisk attack being 


made 


This worthy Knight lost his life during the siege of Chester, 
but we have not been able to learn the particular circumstances 
of his death. Close to the north part of the Communion rails, 
In the choir of Chester Cathedral, is a very handsome marble 
monument erected to his memory by his lady, The following 


lines are part of the inscription :— 


„To the perpetual memory of the eminently loyal Sir 
« Wiham Manwairing, eldest son of Sir Edmund Manwa ir- 
& ing, Chancellor of the county palatine of Chester; of 
„the ancient family of the Manwatrings, of Poever, in the 
said county, — He died in the service of his prince and 
« country, and in defence of Chester, wherein he merited 
singular honour, for his fidelity, courage, and conduct, 
% He died honourably, but immaturely, in the 29th year 


% of his age, October gth, 1644 


Il 


made upon the castle, the tegel , the day fol- 
lowing, hung out a white flag. 

Dec. 4, They capitulated and early the next 
morning the castle was surrendered to Sir Michael 
Ernley, on the following conditions: That they 
were to march out with half arms, two pair of 
calours, one flying, the other furled, and to be 
saſely 2 either to Vem or Nantwien. Thus 
was this fortress, which it was expected would 
have been a. most troublesome neighbour to this: 
city, subdued in the very short space of three 
days.* The party that went to their cine re- 
turned to Chester, without the loss of a single man. 
A further reinforcement: of Some regiments ar- 
riving from b they marched to Beeston-Castle an 


insulated rock, composed of sand-stone, very lofty 


* Hawargen being situated upon so great an eminence, and of 
so short a distance from the city, the enemy had a full view of 
all those works which were opposite to them: this made the 
above fortress a great acquisition to either party. 


32 
ade precipitous at one end, and sloped down into 
the flat country at the other. The access, about 
the midway of the slope, was defended by a gate- 
way, and a strong wall, fortified with round tow- 
ers, which was from one edge of the precipice 
to the other, across the slope: within this cincture 
is a large area, perhaps four or five acres in extent. 


Near the top is the castle, defended, on this side, 


by an amazing ditch, cut out of the live rock; on 
the other, by the abrupt precipice that hangs over 
the vale of Cheshire. {4 | 

Dec. 13. A little before day-break that famous 
partizan Captain Sandford scaled the steep sides of 


this rock, and, with only eight men, took it by 


surprize. 


This fortress was deemed impregnable, and had 
it not been for the cowardice of the Parliament 
governor, Captain Steel, would have sustained a 


. very 


33 
very tedious siege ; some of his men proving treach- 


erous, he was dismayed, and had not courage to 


repulse this daring veteran, but meanly sat down, 


entertained Sandford, and regaled his soldiers with 
strong a ; this exasperated the Parliament 
forces so much, that when he arrived at Nantwick 
(where he and his men had liberty to march with 
their arms and colours) it was with great difficulty 
the soldiers could be withheld from tearin g him to 
pieces. He was immediately tried, and soon after 
executed, for cowardice: 

The loss of this fortress was felt very severely 
by the neighbouring gentry and farmers on the 


Parliament side, who had deposited within its 


walls all their moveable effects of consequence, 


which, with ammunition and provisions for a long 
period, now became the reward of the conquerors. 


There is a tradition, in the neighbourhood, that 


F. | the 
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the chief of the valuables were, on the approach 
of the enemy, flung into the deep draw-wells on 
the high and lower wards; but this seems im- 
probable when the sudden capture of the garrison 
is ed: 

About this period an assembly was held, when 
it-was agreed, that the proposition made for rais- 
ing three 8 of horse for the necessary defence 
of this city, was approved of by the general con- 


sent of the assembly; and thereupon it was by 


them ordered, that two men should go through 


the city, as well to strangers as free citizens, to 


know what they would be pleased freely to con- 


tribute towards the advancement of the said troops; 


and the nominating of such as were to be employed 


in the said service was referred to the Mayor and 


Colonel Gamul, 


At 
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| Ar the same Assembly, Alderman Richard 
Dutton was desired that he would be pleased with 
all ili to repair to Oxford, to present a petition 
to his Majesty, in answer to a most gracious letter 
received from him. Alderman Dutton consented, 
and it was ordered that his expences should be de- 
frayed at the city expence. 

May 24. In an assembly it was ordered by ge- 
neral consent, that the Justices within the city 
should weekly pay towards the reparation of the 
mud walls, the sum of twelve-pence, the Sheriffs 
and the rest of the Aldermen ten- pence, the 
Common Council-men five-pence ; also the sum 
of fifty pounds to be levied upon the inhabi- 
tants at large, for the speedy repairing the city 
gates, making of portcullis, eleansing the ditch by 
the Fastgate®, and all other things requisite for 
the good and safety of the garrison. 


In all probability where John street is now situated 
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Sept. 3. At an assembly it was ordered, that 


the sum of one hundred pounds per week, for and 
towards the maintenance of the mn „should 
be assessed as follows: — The sum of sixty pounds 
per week to be paid by the citizens and ancient in- 
habitants of the city and the liberties thereof; and 
the remainder, being the sum of forty pounds per 
week, to be paid by the nobility, gentry, clergy, 
and others who had come for protection into the 
city, to be collected by such as the Governor 
should appoint: And the assessors of the sixty 
pounds were ordered to assess such of the city 
soldiers as were able and wealthy, having especial 
regard to those citizens as had most gainful trades 
in the city, whereby the poor might be eased in 
their assessments; and that this assessment be 


continued for five weeks only. 


Ir was likewise ordered that the Treasurers of 
N 1 
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the city should examine the mud walls according 


to the Governor's desire, who were likewise to: 
wait upon the Governor for his warrant to.see the 


High Sheriff of Flintshire, to press carts for the 


carriage of coals to the garrison. 


Ar the same assembly a petition was presented 
from the inhabitants near the Eastgate, shewing, 
that their cellars when rains fell, were overflown, 
and such noisome smells proceeded thereby, that 
they were not able to abide in their houses, much 
less to make use of their cellars; and they stated 
the reason to be, that the draw- bridge ditch was 
dammed and choaked up with filth, having no 
way to evacuate. This complaint was ordered to 
be redressed, under the direction of the Governor 
and Alderman Robert Starkie. 

This act of assembly bespoke their humane con- 
siderations in behalf of the poor, and their deter- 


mined 


mined perseverance in the defence of the city, by | | . 


38 


the contributions of the rich ; indeed the whole 1 
of the decrees of the corporation at this period, 
are strongly marked by unanimity, justice and 


wisdom. 
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Jan. 31, 1644. 
. WALLEY, Mayor. —It was or- 
dered, that one hundred pounds worth of the an 
cient city plate should be forthwith oomvertet 
into coin, for the necessary use and defence o 
the city. At the same assembly it was ordered, 
That the sum of eight score pounds should be as- 
sessed upon the city, to be collected at twenty 


pounds 
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pounds per week, for the perfecting the works 
and maintaining thereof, also for making provi- 
sion of matches , coals and candles for the use of 
the garrison, viz. fifteen pounds per week from 
the free citizens, and the remaining five from the 
nobility, gentry and others, who had fled into the 
city for protection in this present rebellion. 

It was als resolved that as many persons as had 
refused to pay the former assessments, to the great 
prejudice of his majesty* s service, and safety of 
the city; such persons should be proceeded against 
and their goods distrained for the payment there- 
of, and the same to be maintained as a city 
cause. | 

There was also an order made to present the 
sum of three hundred pounds to the King, and 
the same to the Prince of Wales. 


+ For firing the muskets before the use of flints were 
discovered. 
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Lord Byron came to this city, to whom was 
given the command of the army; which soon after 
engaged Sir William Brereton and Colonel Aston, 
near Middlewick, and cut off near 200 of their men, 
which occasioned them to resign Northwick ; 
Crew-house, after a stout resistance, surrendered. 
Doddington- hall and Acton church were taken without 
much opposition. There was not now one gar- 
rison in this neighbourhood, that held out ſor the 
Parliament, except Nantwick ; which Lord Byron 
seemed determined to reduce by 0 very sudden 
and violent attack. 

But being repulsed in this battle, Lord 
Byron; with all the horse and the remainder of the 
foot, made good their retreat to the garrison of 
Chester, after much loss. 


Feb. 13. A detachment sallied out, from the 


 garris0n, to attack a party of the Parliament forces, 


* who 


tavae, 
x? 


Who had made a lodgment at Chretleton; the 


battle began near Great Boughton, but, after a 
bloody engagement, the Parliamentarians were 

forced to retire. In this kirmish there were slain 

near one hundred and forty officers and Altes 

of the King's party, most of them Chester men. 
On the Wednesday following, Great Boughton was 
burnt down to 3 the enemy from harbouring 
there. 

Prince Maurice, arriving in this city, thought 
proper to issue out a. precept to the commissioners 
here, to tender the following protestation or test to 
the inhabitants. 
To the Mayor of the city of Chester, Sir 

Francis Gamull, Sir William Manwaring, 

„ Lieutenant-colonel Robinson, Alderman 

66 Thomas Cowper, Lieutenant- col. Gros- 

“ venor, Colonel Mostyn, Captain Thomas 

„ Thropp, 


« Thropp, Captain Morgell, or to any two 
* of them. 

“These are to will, authorize and roquiies you, 
*« or any two of you, to administer the protes- 
5* tation, hereunto annexed, lately made for the 
* security of this city, to all the nobility, gentry, 
% divines, citizens, and all other inhabitants of 
« of this city; and to all and every the officers, 


„soldiers, and others, that shall come into, or 


* have any commerce within, the said city: And 


5 1n case any person or persons refuse, deny, and 


will not take the same, you are hereby required 


6% to give in a list of the names of all and every 

person so refusing, unto me, Herein you are 

te not to fail. Given at Chester, under my hand 
„and seal at arms, this 4th day of March, 1644. 

« MAURICE.” 

F 2 THE 
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THE PROTE STATION. 


© I A. B. do yow and protest, in the presence 


cc 
cc 
«cc 
85. 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
66 
cc 
cc 
66 


66 


cc 


cc 


of Almighty God, that I believe in my heart, 
that the Earl of Esser, Sir Wm. Brereton, and Sir 
Thomas Middleton, and all their party and adhe- 


rents, are in actual rebellion against the King; 


and that I will, with myself, life, and fortune, 
and to the utmost of my power, maintain and 
defend his Majesty's cause against the said re- 
bels, and all others who are now in arms, 
without his Majesty's express consent and com- 
mand; and that I will not give, nor, by any 
privity and consent, suffer to be given, any aid, 
assistance, or intelligence to the aſoresaid rebels, 
or any of their parties, to the prejudice of the 
safety of this city of Chester, to the betraying of 
it, or any forces, castles, garrisons, or forts, 
under his Majesty's express command and go- 


vernment, 


„ yernment, or any of his dominions, into the 
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9 4 


„said rebels' hands or power. And I do like- 
* wise, from my soul, abhor the taking of the 
* damnable and lIate-invented covenant, com- 


„ monly called the national covenant, impressed 


** 


8 by the rebels upon many of his Majesty's sub- 
„ jects : And, to all I have protested, I call God 
to witness, believing I cannot be absolved by 
„ any power, mental reservation, or equivoca- 
tion, from this my vow and protestation. So 
« help me God, and by the contents of this 
« hg 

Feb. 18, 1644. At an assembly held, It was 
motioned by the right worshipful the Mayor, 
that some course might be thought upon for the 
speedy raising of monies for his highness Prince 
Rupert's foot regiment, now resident in this 
garrison; whereupon information was given 


by 


46 
by his majesty's commissioners for sequestrat« 
ing of delinquents estates (for the maintenance 


of the said garrison) that several sums was 


> 8 


then due from the persons hereafter mentioned, 


| and it was ordered by this assembly, (together 


with the said commissioners) that 401. out of 


the said delinquents estates should be transferred 
over to Serjeant Major Mitchell, to be gathered by 
such as he shall appoint for the use of the regi- 


ment, from the persons hereafter mentioned: from 


« — 


Mr. Edward Russell, 121. from Join Gray, 101. from 
Doctor Mainwaring 101. from Mr. William Allen, 4], 
and from Sir Hugh Catoely, 41. and that Alderman 
Parnell and Alderman Broster, give them notice of 
the same. 

It was also moved by the mayor, that the house 
would condescend and agree to a new assessment 
of 151. on the citizens, and 5]. on strangers, 


who 


47 
(who made this city a refuge from the enemy) 
per week, for eight weeks; to be bestowed for 
the better fortification of the garrison, and the 
sudden making and erecting of a draw- bridge, at 
the bridge-gate of this city; which was unani- 
mously agreed to by the said assembly. 

June 19. Six companies of foot, and three 
troops of horse, marched out of the city to recon- 
noitre the enemy in the ben quarters; 
and meeting Captain Glegg, took him and his 


whole troop prisoners and brought them to Ches= 


ter. 


August 18. Sir William ©” AN and Colonel Mid- 
| dleton appeared with their army before this city, 
Colonel Me, issued aut of the garrison; an 
engagement, when they came to Crawton-house, 
where Sir William was stationed, took place, and 
this brave officer received a woundin the fight, of 
which 


part — 


48 
which he died soon after. Many of his men were 
killed and taken prisoners. Prince Rupert arrived 
in Cheer, and the next morning drew forth two 
of his best regiments of horse, and a party of 
foot, and engaged Sir Viliam, but was forced to 
retire with great loss. 8 9h. 

In these two last skirmishes the enemy had 
upwards of four hundred men killed and taken 
prisoners. 

August 21. Sir William Brereton sending out a 
party from Northwich, they advanced as far as 
Taroi, and there met with a party of the king's 
forces ; but the alarm being given to Chester, they 
allied out of the garrison, and routed the Parlia- 
fehthrigins” who fled over Delamere forest with 
great precipitation. | 85 
Sept. 8. Sir William sent Colonel Jones with a 
party, who fell upon 2000 horse, of Prince Ru- 


pert's 


Wi 


1 
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pert's, near Malpas, and took 140 horse and many 


officers and soldiers; Cok Baines, Col. Conyers, 
three Majors, and 100 common soldiers; he also 
routed the whole brigade, and forced them to fly 
back to Chester. Sir:Marmaduke Langdale was routed 
in this fight...) 

The Council of War, at Nantwich, having re- 
ceived intelligence, from their scouts, that the 
garrison of Beeston-castle — in want of fuel, and 


the necessaries of | life, were determined to lay 


strong siege to it; and wanting match they de- 


stroyed one Owen's barn, situated at the rise of 


the hill „ for that purpose. Their efforts were this 
time ineffectual. 
Colonel Jones, who commanded the foot, Adju- 


tant-general Loutkiane, who commanded the horse, 


at this siege, under Sir William Brereton, about 


eight o' clock in the evening of September 19; drew 
G off 
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off a party of 1300 horse and ſoot, and advanced, 


by a süll- march, to thè garrison of Chester. 
They arrived the next morning before day- 
break, and immediately eramemitied; with a flag 
of truce,” the following authoritative summons: 
To the Mayor, ALDERMEN and Commnalty of the 
| CITY F CHgsTERs | 
Such is our tender * of the preservation of 
: 66: this city from spoil, and 1 the effusion 
of christian blood, that we have zen? & second 
summons to the Commander in Chief for the 
* delivery of it for the use of the king and par- 
liament; that you may see our reality herein . 
& we signify to you (that which is obvious to all 
- men) your desperate condition—hopeless of re- 
* liefe Forasmuch as the king is beaten in 
ec the field, fled farre from you, not able to gather 
«any considerable recruit Also, that God | 


6 hath 


avg 


81 


« hath encouraged us with a late glorious victory 
4 and potent army—our batteryes are fixt, and 
3 * nothing wanting for an immediate prosecution 
by of this design, by the blessing of God; we de- 


„ sire you to ponder the premises, and to endea- 
Y 4 your that the mic may find acceptadee; 
6 which, if despised as the former, we stand cleare 

5 5 before God and the world of all such sad effects 
F 5 as necessarily will follow, by a hot storm of 
* enraged soldiers, of which you have a sufficient 
66 premonition, by 

our Servants, 


$ Micn. JoNEs, 


& Jamts LOUTHAINE.“ 


Before the Mayor could remit an answer, they 
privately divided into four squadrons, stormed the 
out-works and got possession, in some parts, even 
before the garrison were aware of them, who er- 


G 2 fToneously 


92 


roneously placed confidence in the honor of the 
enemy, expecting them to wait for the Mayor 
and citizens' reply. | e ; 
They then, with trifling "ly made themselves 
masters not only of Boughton, but likewise of . 
gate-treet, St. John's church, St. John sstreet, Love- 
lane, Barker e lens, and all the eastward suburbs in 
the Foregate-street. They also got possession of the 
Mayor's house, and the sword and mace, which 
were aſterwards sent up to the u n as a 
trophy of this victory- 

T he Mayor with honest and indignant con- 
tempt. at this traiterous proceeding, remitted the 


following laconic answer: 


Gentlemen, 


Before I could acquaint the Aldermen, and 


citizens of this city of Chester with your sum- 
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«© mons, the shooting of your cannons did pre- 
66 vent 
© Your Servant, 
5 CnARLEs WALLEY.!” 


The garrison now suddenly found themselves in 


a very confined. situation, having nothing but the 


city walls for their defence; and what still added 
more to the terror and consternation of the inhabi- 
tants within, the enemy, being encouraged by 
their late success, in the course of that day made 
a brisk and vigorous attack on the city, but with - 
out doing any material injury to either party. 
Aſter various skirmishes on each side, the 4. 
zens received the following epistle, addressed 
FOR THE LORD BYRON. 
„Sir, . 
5e Although our condition be such that we need 
not court you, and, notwithstanding your 


* scorniul 


w » 
54, 
= * scornful rejection of former summons, to clear 
our innocence before God and men of desiring - 3 


« the effusion of Christian ad. or the ruin of 
© this ancient city, we once more 3 the 
c same with the castle and fort for the use of the 
„ king and parliament, upon such conditions as 
: w may be honorable to both parties ; which offer 
not embraced and the acceptance thereof not 


e signified to us within this hour, what misery 


„„ shall ensue by fire and sword and spoile from 
5. enraged soldiers, let be charged upon your 
«© head; and let the world witness our unwilling- 


© £© ness to use extremities, if you constraine not. 


Foregate-street, Your Servants, mp 
Oct. 8, 1645. „ SYDENHAM POYNTS, | 
„Mich. Joxxs, 3 


6 JaMEs LOUTHIANE.,”? 


The I 
P: 


| 09 
The following ANSWER, after mature Delibera- 
| tion veg remitted: 
& Gentlemen, . 

Jour Letter of summons intimating a former 
Letter to the same purpose (which never came 
4 to either of our hands or knowledge) we have 
received, and must there- to return this answer; 
« that we neither apprehend your condition to be 


© so high, nor ours (God be thanked) to be so low 


< as to be threatened out of this city: and that 


& we have received his majety's express command 
for the keeping thereof, and therefore * 
without his majesty's knowledge breake so great 
5 a trust lay'd upon us, and therefore must re- 
66 quire liberty of 14 days to give his majesty an 
« account of your demands and to receive his ſur- 
ther pleasure. To which purpose we shall ap- 
* point a gentleman and a citizen, for whom we 
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ac Shall expect to have a free passage forthwith to 
« travel to his majesty, to return to us without 
c any let or interruption, and to have the conduct 
« of a trumpeter of yours. At the expiration of 
#* which time we shall hearken to a treaty upon 
4 Honorable conditions for the city, castle and fort, 
«© if his majesty do not relieve us. In the mean 
« time, shall expect that a cessation of tris and 
cc working be presently upon honorable terms un- 
4 dertaken and observed on both sides. If you shall 
es refuse this customary and soldierly proceeding, 
«© we do then declare, in the names of the No- 
© 3LEMEN, GENTLEMEN, C1T1ZEXS and SOLDIERS 
de within this garrison, that we defy the fury of 
“ your enraged soldiers, and doubt not with 
«© Gop's blessing to defend and maintain this city 
5 for his majesty and ourselves (as it now is) 
against any assault that shall be made; with as 


much 
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c much resolution and courage as formerly, and 
9 cc remain | 
El.  Chester, «© Your Servants; 
Oct. 8th, 1644, * Joun Byron. © 
c CyarLes WALLEY, Mayor.“ 1 
5 They immediately received the following : 4 
; 40 For the Right Honorable the Lord Byron. 
* My Lord, | | 1 
6% According to your desire the cessation shall | | 
be continued untill we return an answer to 
c yours and the Mayor's Letter; in the mean 


e time shall give orders, that no hostile act be 


. OI Irs EE 
a * . 


cc committed on our parts, and remain 
« Your Servants, 

Oct, 8, 1644. 8 

f © SYDENHAM POYNTZ, 


© Mrcn. JoNxs, 


«© James LOUTRHIANR,“ 


In the evening the enemy remitted as follows : 


H | For 


38 


For the Mayor and Aldermen of Chester and the 
Lord Byron. 
& Gentlemen, ; | a 
« Yours we have received, but cannot conde- 

« scend to any of your requests therein, If you 
c will not treat upon any conditions you must 
« expect what you defy, the fury of enraged sol- 
ce diers! an answer to this our last intended you 
„„ must return, within half an hour at furthest. 

up « Your Servants, 
Oct. 9th, 1644. | 

6 SYDENHAM PoyNrTz, 

« Micn. Jonks, 

«© JaMEs LOUTHIAN E.“ 


This rejection of their offers roused them to 


the following reply: 


66 Gentlemen, 
« Your refusal of our reasonable offer we have 
received, Which argues you intended not that 


% you 
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ec you pretended, which was the «paring of the 


« effusion of Christian blood';! we are therefore 
5 3 „ ready to defend ourselves against the uttermost 
« of your raye, not doubting God's blessing and 
protection upon us, resting 
Chester, « Your Servants, 
Oct. 9th, 1644. 6% Joun BYRON, 
CHARLES WALLEY,” 7 
In assembly this day a new assesment was ordered 
of two hundred pounds, which was again conti- 
nued on the sixth of November, that being already 
expended. | 
These frequent demands on the inhabitants, 
although proceeding from the heavy pressure of 
the times and absolutely necessary for the defence 


of the city, caused so great a degree of discontent 


in the persons called upon, that, as in desperate 


bi: cases, desperate remedies must be resorted to, it 


H 2 wa 
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was found expedient to nominate a number of 5o/- 
diers to collect these assessments: together with 
the arrears, which were very considerable. 

By the manuscript it appears that Colonels 
Poyntz, Jones, and Louthiane, retired to another 
quarter, Sir William — resuming the com- 
mand of the army before this city. 

' On the seventeenth of November, an assesment 
of two hundred pounds was made for the mainte- 
- nance of Col. Mostyn and Col. Wyme"s regiment, 
and also for such soldiers as fled out of the suburbs 
and had no quarters, Likewise upon information 
given that several inhabitants, were not assessed 
according to their ability, and others charged 
above their. bearing the Mayor and Aldermen 
Were requested to investigate and regulate such 


inaccuracies. 
For 


3 
a> 


” ö 
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For the Lord Byron, Mayor and Aldermen, 
My Lord and Gentlemen, 
“When I call to mind those antient and ho- 
* norable privileges and immunities which the 


«« citizens and freemen of the city of Chester have 


purchased, by their faithful service to this King- 


dom, I cannot but attempt all fair means on my 
66 part, that may prevent the loss aud destruction 
5 of: so Ou a city and tlie effusion of blood, 
4 which must needs ensue, upon your continu- 
* ance in that way you are in against the parlia- 
* ment and kingdom; therefore, notwithstanding 
„ your itn of former summons (by others) 
«© I do now send to demand (for the use of King 
and Parliament) the city, castle and fort; and to 
" that end do make offer of treaty betwixt Com- 
* missioners as (upon your speedy surrender 


thereof) shall be condescended unto, which 
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ce hereafter must not be expected if you remain 


e obstinate. But that it may appear that I desire 
& to reduce not ruin) the city, and that these may 
% witness to those many inhabitants (now under 
« your power) and to their posterity after them, 
&« that (if you hearken not hereunto). yourselves 
„are the proper causes of the miseries of fire, 
cc faihine and the sword, which must justly and 


cc unavoidably fall upon you, but which J shall as 


e much as is possible endeavour to prevent, where- 


te unto expecting your speedy answer, I rest 


6+ Your Servant, 


WN. BRERETON. 
« It is left to your choice whether there shall be 


« a cessation of arms untill your pleasure be re- 


4 turned, or not. 


„„ From the League before Chester.“ 


Nov. 187, 1644. 
An 


03 


An answer not being remitted to this on that 


day, Sir William again addressed them: 
For the Lord Byron, Mayor and Aldermen. 


« Yesterday I seat unto you a summons (by 


my trumpet) for the surrender of the city, 


castle and fort of Cheer, upon honorable condi- 


« tions, to which as yet no answer is returned. 
I do expect it by this drum, and rest 


Chester Suburbs, „ Your Servant, 


Nov. 19th, 1644. 46 WM. BreRETON, 


To Sir Wm. Brereton, Kt. and Bart. in the Foregate- 
Street. 

When we call to mind those antient and ho- 
c norable privileges and immunities granted here- 
c tofore to the citizens and freemen of the city of 
6 Chester, for their loyalty to the crown; we cannot 
* but wonder at your impertinence in urging 
«© that as an argument to withdraw us from our 
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# allegiance whereby (if all other respects were 

« forgotten} we are most obliged unto it, even in 

6c role of gratitude as well as conscience; the 

& care you have professed to preserve this city and 
eto avoid the effusion of blood, is so much con- 
« tradicted by your actions that you must excuse 
« us if we give credit rather to your deeds than your 
c words. AS for the ſire, sword and famine you 
„ threaten us withall, upon colon of your unjust 
«© demands, we must tell you that (blessed be 
4 God) we have little cause to fear them more 
« than when you first sat down before this city, 
< and doubt not the continuance of His divine 
66 protection in the defence of this just cause where- 
6 jn our Iberties, religion and allegiance to our 
& Sovereign (whose service is inseparable from 
« that of the kingdom) are so deeply engaged. 
oy 6 This 


** 
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This is all the answer we think fit to return 
« you for the past, and so rest = 
Chester, . Your Servants, 
Nov. 19, 1644. «© JOHN BYRON, 
&« CHARLES WALLEY,”? 

An immediate answer was received from Sir 
William, to the following purport : 
To the Mayor and his Brethren, and the Pretended 

Lord Byron, | 
„6 Sirs, 

< Your rebellion and obstinancie is not the way 
« to preserve the antient priviledges granted unto 
* the city: I know not what action of ours con- 
6 tradicts my willingness to save the effusion of | 
c blood and preservation of that city. But it mat- 
« ters not what those people (wlio are given over to 
destruction and make lies their refuge) write and 


<c pretend by their tender of honorable con- 


6 ditions, 
I 
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c tions. I have discharged my duty and con- 
science; your blood be on your own heads, and 
not on 
Chester Suburbs, « Your Servan ty 
Nov. 19, 1644. « WILLIAM BrereToN.,” 

No Mayor was chosen this year, owing to the 
confusion of the war. 

We have been induced to preserve the following 
epistle, not from either its excellence of composi- 
tion or force of argument, but merely as the reader 
may form some idea of the insinuating methods 
taken by the besiegers, to induce the citizens to 
betray that trust, which neither their threats nor 
arms could hitherto accomplish. | 
A Letter tied to an arrow, and s shot into the 

City of Chester. 
«© Whatsoever thou art, that readest these ensu- 
ing Lines, I believe if thou be a Christian, 


£ thou 


e 
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con- « thou wilt seriously consider of them, both for 


and 7 thine own good and the prosperity of the famous 
city of Chester, wherein thou art; and that thou 
% mayest understand my meaning, I have reduced 


1 &« jt into several heads: 
\ 


& Hnprimis. That thou mayest know that this 
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army that hath besieged thee with thy fellow- 


ce soldiers, is raised and employed for the defence 
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« of the true Protestant religion, the King and Par- 
4 liament, and for the bringing known offenders X 
« of the ancient lawes of this kingdom into a just 


« trial and punishment; those being the persons 


I 0 that have seduced and divided his Majesty from 
I „his Parliament, and knowing themselves offen- 
1 ders, have fled from justice, and so have proved 
75 ; a 

9 the occasion of this unnatural war. 

7 __ «© 2dty. Consider (if thou wilt not believe what 
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od ü 1 | | . a 
7 “ I have said already) how destitute of relief 


I 2 c thou 


r Fo rainy 1 LGIAGIS. 4 149, 
7 ol Lat * * F a 1 
AY | - - CID 


© wwe 


* 
— — — 22 


*. 4 
" ©25 xn 1 ACK, — — 
r. 7 8 — N Moen 
„ NMEA © eee e eee —_—_— — 
> a+ um 
= 


68 


© thou-art, The King's army (within the view of 
, your a walls) being totally routed, most of 
cc the great commanders killed and taken, all the 
© soldiers scattered, and no hopes of any con- 


The besiegers encouraged | 


* s1derable recruit 
with this victory, and having possession of the 
„ 8uburbs, receive as good accommodation as can 
i be in any garrison: and besides this, the forces 
of several neighbouring counties are coming daily 
« for their assistance; and what hopes of mercy 
c canst thou have, it thou holdest out to the last. 

* 3dly. Consider the hazard that thou runnest ; 
6 if the city be forced, thy life is at the mercy of 
c enraged soldiers, thy family (if thou hast one) 
% undone, and thou be guilty of the spoiling and 
* ransacking so lamous and antient a city, as also, 
* the shedding of so much christian blood. 


<« 4tkly, Consider how thou hast been persecuted 


66 by 
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by those that thou esteemest chy best friends, 


how they have been masters of thy estate, have 
«« quartered soldiers upon thee, and given thee 
„nothing in recompence but harsh language; 
c have made thee 6 slave to receive all abuses, 
< and knewest no remedy : add to this the loss of 


trading, without which thou canst not long 


subsist, and how thou art a partner with the re- 


*© bels of Heland in destroying and seeking the 
blood of godly and conscientious Protestants. 
« 5thly. Consider how thy commanders daily 
% delude thee with hopes of relief an Scotland, 
from Montrose; when, if thou wilt believe a 
Christian, the army there is absolutely defeated, 
5 and most of the 1 Knights, Gentlemen, and 


6 Commanders that sided with him, taken pri- 


_ © s0ners and slain; and since this great over- 


** throw, Montrose himself, with those that es- 


* caped 
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c caped, are taken by Lieut, Gen. David Lecly, in 
« Douglas castle: add to this, the gallant condition 
* of the airy of Prastol, in now having the enjoy- 
ment of its antient libeitios of trading, both by 
© 5ea and land; with many other towns and 
cities in the like conditions that thou knowest, 
© are reduced to the obedience of King and 


« Parliament; and the city of Chester almost 


66 beggared with oppression, and if God prevent 


« not, likely to suffer the violence of fire and 
6e sword. 

& 6fily. Consider the many religious good men, 
« with their wives and families, that have been 
« turned out of the city; their estates, in an 


© untawful manner seized ; and what several un- 


& warrantable oaths have beenspressed upon their 


t consciences for that end; and let thyself judge, 


46 whether the advice of him (that seeks thy wel- 


6 fare) 
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< fare) be unreasonable, and be sure that forth- 


e with thou communicate what is herein written, 


«« to thy fellow- soldiers, and consider then to use 


„your utmost endeavours for the surrender of the 


* city, upon honorable conditions, that the mi- 
cc gerable effects, iel i likely to come, may 
5 be prevented, and that thou mayst be left inex- 
e cusable, if thou takest not this timely warning 
and advertisement, from 

«Thy faithful Wellwisher.” 

Dec. 3. Another assessment of two hundred 
pounds for the garrison. 

Dee. 5. It was ordered in an assembly, that 
any person not conforming to those orders already, 
or hereafter made by this house, shall be com- 
mitted. 

Dees 7. A party of soldiers, lodged by Sir 
William Brereton at *Oxen's house, at Beeston, were 


attacked 
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attacked by forty of the garrison, who, under 
shelter of the night, sallied out, set the house on 
Gre, destroyed them all except two old men, 
whom they took prisoners to the castle. 

Dec. 15. Another assessment of 2001. 

These very frequent assessments bespeak strongly 
the state to which the garrison must be reduced FE 
and confirms the loyalty and l of the 
besieged, who still valiantly persevered, amidst 
accumulating difficulties, in opposing their re- 


bellious enemy. 
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Os the 72} of January; the correspondence 
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again resumed, and though perhaps it may be 13 
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deemed prolix, yet, as shewing the nature of the 


rn 
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times, we think it worthy of continuing. 
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For the Mayor of Cleoler, and 5 Byron. 


7 Experieties. tells you on hat foundation 
% your hopes « of Feller wess Erownded But that 


* you may Zee wy tender hi of 0 preservation 
* of the city and the as ava ihe estates of the 
6c igha bg once more Wade you to deliver 


TA zi 2 RY . N * 
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To Sir Mam. Brereton, Baronet. 


«© We are not convinced by experience of the 


„ groundless foundation of our hopes of relief, 


neither indeed is our condition such as to preci- 
Sd I SSI OUCIIZUIS C13? enen : ; : 
.* pitate.;us. to a prejudicial, treaty. However, if 


within twelve days we be not assured of our 


relief, by a Gentleman and a citizen, whom we 
„ shall 


ETD cal fore is Ty hands, for the 
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<: sbgll zend; for that purpats, With pm of 
* ours, 20d ©. paz from. you: We Shall then. be 
* contented to enter into a treaty, ſor the delivery 
„ the city, caatle and forts. vp on haoprable 200 
40 soldierly conditions, remaining | 
Share: out Serſapts, 
12th Jan. 1645. „ Jonx BYRON, 
„cnanrks WALLEY, 
46 Mavoss: for Himself, 
and his Brethren.“ 
The following letter came in as the other was 
sent out: 0 


For the Mayor of Chester and the Lord Byron. 


SHB: — 
—— r . 5 
. 2 


« I perceive my desires to preserye the city, en- 
courage so great obstinacie, as though you ex- 
« pected as good conditions, when you can hold 
out no longer, as if you had treated when you re- 


« ceived the last summons, which proceeded not 


Ks « from 
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& from any fear of disturbance, for I cannot but 
« believe you are hopeless of relief. But to pre- 


ce vent further misery, and the ruin of the city, 


e which will be remediless, unless speedily sur- 


* rendered. Therefore you are to expect no 


further treaty if your answer be not returned by 
te three of the clock in the afternoon. 

Foregate strect, e Your Servant, 
12th 5 1645. | © Wm. BRERETO&N.“ 
For the Mayor of Chester and Lord By rox. 
| The writing sent by the drum is no satisfac- 


* tory answer to the summons; neither will I as- 


« sent to your desires in any part of it. If you 


return not a positive answer before one of the 


e clock to-morrow morning, expect no further 


& treaty. „ Your Servant, 
Foregate street, „ Wu. BxereTON.,* 


12th Jan. 1645. 
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Even in the greatest difficulties, unforeseen cir- 


cumstances may occur to cheer us: Independent 


of the satisfaction of being firm and true in a just 
cause, the besieged citizens experienced infinite 
pleasure, in perusing the following stimulative 
epistle that was flung over the walls in the course 
of the night, addressed 
To the Mayor, Citizens, and Garrison of the 
City of Chester. 
« Gentlemen , 
« You are renowned throughout the kingdom, 
* for your PFipttirey; VAarour, and PATIENCE ! 


«© Those on this side testify no less, ingenuously 


4 


*. confessing, that they have not met a more gal- | 


* Jant enemy: for I do assure you that this long 


5 and tedious winter siege is ready now to make 
a sudden rupture amongst us: much ado we 
* have to hold together, and if you do but once 


more 
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more bring provisions into the city, you need 
£© much: troubled at the former business, and a 
second one will make them mad. You have 
5 relief coming untoyou, to prevent which, forces 
tc are drawing hence, and of which you may make 
suse as you shall see occasion, for we have here a 
t number of raw ignorant country fellows, which I 
44 am confident will not endure a charge. The God 
& of Heaven bless you all, and that most loyal city, 
« which will be famous to all posterity. So 
pray eth a well-wisher ot the same, who hereafter 

may be better known unto you. 
« To. all Commanding Officers and Soldiers, 
together with the Mayor, Aldermen, and 
Citizens, of his Majesty's most loyal City 
« of Chester, a well-wisher of theirs desires 
„ earnestly that this, upon receipt, may be 


{5 presented from the suburbs.“ 
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« For Sir William Brereton, Baronet, Commander 
in Chief in the Foregate-street. 
* Sir, | 
At the entreaty of us, the Mayor, Noblemen, 
« Gentlemen, Aldermen and Citizens of Chester, 


* the Lord Byron, our Governor (in whom the 


„whole power of treaty rests) is pleased to give 


« way to a treaty upon honourable conditions, to 
« which if you assent, commissioners to that pur- 
pose may be agreed upon by both sides. Ex- 
66 pecting your answer, we rest | 


Your Servants, 


Cheater, 15th & Cy, Water. 
Jan. 1645. „ Rom. Tarron.” 


For the Mayor of Cliestey and Rob. Titton, Esq. 
„When I have $0 long considered of an answer 

* to your letter as you the Mayor and the Lord 
. Byron took time to answer to my summons, you 


& shall 


rr 
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"4 Jan. 15, 1645. . 5 Wai. BRTR RTO.“ 
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shall hear from me by a messenger of my ow n- 

In the mean time, I rest 


Chester Suburbs, „ Your Servant, 
54 


K For. the W. of Chester and Rob. Tatton, Esq. 


« Gentlemen, _ 
We have prevailed with Sir Wm. Brereton to 


« give us leave to return this answer to your last 


7 letter, that notwithstanding your ſormer rejec- 


tion of fair and honourable conditions, and the 


YT - ca Sk 


« expence of time and blood which bath been oc- 
% casioned by your obstinacy, might justly pro- 


« yoke him to reſuse any further treaty, yet that 


„it may appear that he retains his wonted desires 


«« of the preservation of the city, and the lives and 


„ estates of the inhabitants, if the Governor (in 


hom you say lies the full power to treat) send 


„out reasonable propositions betwixt this and 


Monday 
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6 4 Monday noon, he will take them into conside- | 
| 40 ration, and return such Answer as may stand 
« with honour and justice, and may prevent the 
_ F «6 destruction of this ancient eity, and which is 
; desired by 
* ü Yaur Servants, 
| Chester Suburbs, * Ray. DUCKENFIELD. 
A , 4 17, 1645. „% James LourflAxE.““ 9 
| Jo Colonel Duckenfeld and Adj utant-General 
1 Louthiane, 
; | Gentlemen, | , 
ö MWe have acquainted the Lord Byron with your 
| | letter to us directed, who is pleased to promise, 
ce that within the time therein limited, a full an- 
1 „ swer shall be thereunto returned. We remain, | 
7 “% Your Servants, N | N 


Chester, „ CHarLEes WALLEX. 
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Jan. 17th, 1645. “% ROB. LATTON.?? 
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* To Sir William Brereton, Commander in Chief in 
the F oregate-street. 

« Sir, wavy, Bo : 

cc We are told by Sir Edmond Varney and Ma- , 

6 jor Thropp, employed from the Lord Byron our 1 

« Governor with propositions, that you intend to 3 

* send some by a trumpet of your own (the bring- : 
< ing thereof being to their instructions) we have 
since seen papers under your hand thrown over 
„ the walls, (one whereof we send inclosed) and 

desire to know whether those be the conditions 
« you offered to their conveyance, which if they 


« be not, we wish those may be sent you tendered _ 


% to them, and remain, 
i Tour Servants, 5 5 


Chester, «© ChARLES WaLLEy, Mayor 


24 Jan. 1645, « ROB. Tarrtox.” 


| Chester Suburbs, 
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A Letter thrown over the Walls. 


+ did this day deliver unto Sir Edmond Varney 


and Major Thropp, conditions, wherein I ten- 


«« dered, to all Welch soldiers and officers liberty 
to go live at their own houses; to the Irish that 
have not taken part with the rebels, liberty to 
« return into Ireland, or to march to any of the 
« King's garrisons ; to the citizens who were not 


“ Commissioners.of Array, nor Members of Par- 


e liament, and had not borne arms, liberty of 


« their persons, enjoyment of their estates, and 
«+ freedom of trade, as all towns and cities under 
<« the Parliament's power and protection have 


„taking only the national covenant—this should 


„ have been performed, but they would not re- 


ceive them, as was desired by 


* Wm. BRERETON.““ 


Jan. 22, 1645. 5 8 
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To the Mayor of Chrster and Rob. Tatton, Esq 
Gentlemen, 

4 1 have received your letter, and because this 

day is apart for sacred duties, I will send pro- 
positions to. Mmorrber, if before nine of the clock 
* the morning I receive a pass from the Lord 
* Byron for Colonel Chidty Coote and Lieutenant 
65 Colonel Nobert Venables, and in the mean- time I 


* remain, 


| Cheater Suburbs, „ Vour Servant, 
Jan 25, 1645. - Wu. Brentror,”” 


Sunday, Jan. 26. The Laneachire and Oheshire 
Parliament forces marched towards Chester, think- 
ing to join their party quartered there, and storm 
the city; but, fortunately for the citizens, they 
had been informed of their intention by a deserter 
from the enemy, and, when they arrived, were 


ready to receive them: The enemy perceiving, by 
| the 
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the light of matches, that the walls were well 


garrisoned, gave up the attack. 
„To Sir W/m. Brereton, Baronet, Commander in 


Chief in the Foregate-street, ' 


« My Lord Byron having acquainted us with a 
e letter which he received from you the last night, 


„jn answer to his sent by the said drum; by 
« which we conceive you apprehend a rejection bf 
your propositions, which we must wonder at, 


« well knowing that my Lord writ unto you to 


« appoint an indifferent place where our. and your 


«© Commissioners might meet, to treat upon the 
«© propositions on both sides, which is appre. 
% hended by us to be your sense also; your own 
6 propositions implying so much, and you having 
© go often by letter expressed your tender care of 


« the city's preservation, and prevention of the 


« effuston of blood: Our desire therefore is, that 


55 you 


ene 


8 | 
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„ you will nominate your Commissioners, will 


the time and place, that ours and yours may 


« meet to debate and treat upon the propositions 


« tendered on both sides, without which there 
* can be no hopes of a conclusion. So expecting 
your answer, we rest 
„ Your Servants, 

Clester,, Cu. WaLLEY, Mayor. 
28th Jan. 1645. Noz. TATrox.“ 

Jan. 28. Two thousand horse and ſoot marched 
out of Wirral, crossed a ford into Wales, passed by 


Hawarden castle, and came to Hell; the soldiers 


retired into the castle, and the enemy opening the 


bridge that led into Furn, made themselves a free 


passage into  Cheshzre. 


The same week they entered Irezham, in which 
they converted the church {which structure for 
its elegance stands unrivalled in this part of the 


country) into a stable for their horses. 
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Being informed that Ruthin was garrisoned with 
a number of the king's forces, they directed their 
march thither ; but the garrison, being apprised of 
their intentions, immediately guarded the castle, 
and sent a detachment to Dendigh, for fear of them 
surprizing that fortress. They took possession of 
the town, and, of course, plundered the inhabi- 
tants, but did not remain long here, returning to 
IFrexham, 

They next followed Prince Maurice, who had 
marched with his army towards Chirk castle, but 
fearful of him entering Cheshire ans raising the 
Siege of Beeston, they gave up their pursuit. 

«© To the Mayor of Chester and Rob. Taiton, Esq. 

| , Gentlemen, 

« Although I hold myself disengaged from any 
former tenders, and do very well know your 
© necessitous condition, whereof I have received 


«© abundant 
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« desite the city's preservation, and not to 
« lengthen your miseries, I am conteiit to appoint 
6 for Cammisstaners the gentlemen whose names 


„ are inclosed, to treat with yours upon my pro- 


« by ten of the clock, in the Foregate-street, if 
*« you send in the mean time for a pass for your 
60 Contmlactoners formerly named, and their ser- 
de vants. In tha mean time, I remain 
T Your Servant, 
- 28/& Jan. 1645. „ WX. BRER ETON. 
« To Sir Wi. Dis Baronet. | 
« Sir, 
« We desire that a pass for our Commissioners 
1. formerly named, their servants and horses, may 
< be sent by this drum, to meet with yours in 


c6 the 


* abundant information several ways; yet because 


positions already tendered, to-morrow morning 
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«6 and do assure you, that if the Lord Byron, in 


„ hath a produced such unsuitable effects. The 
further misery that is like to befall that city be 


= | | | 


te the Foregate- street, to-morrow morning by nine 


* 
* 


« of the clock, and thence to return, remaining. 
Jour Servants, 

Chester, 29th f __ {1/46 CHARLES WALLEY. 
Jan. 1643. +» 1 Ron. Tarrons”:, 
+ To the Mayor of | Cheiter and Rob.  Tatton, Esq- 

%% Gentlemen, 7 792 H 8910 


cc Your zeveral dilatory answers I have received, 


whom (you say) the sole power to treat resteth, 


do not consent and act therein, you may forbear 
* sending. Do not deceive yourselves in expec- 
tation that Iwill treat when you please. Jam 


56 sorry my care of the city's preservation 


on your heads, and not on 
Jour Servant, 


Jan. 29, 1645. M WN. BRERETON.“ 
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Pei. 20. The Prince, wishing to enter Cheshire, 
came to Cliester; the parliament army opposed 
him; he then retreated to Holt, made a bridge of 


boats over the river; under the walls of the Castle, 


and, with about 500 men, came over into Cheshire, 
but was soon repulsed by the enemy's superior 
force. He several times afterwards attempted it, 
bat wirhout success. 

Muro 17. Prince Maurice and Prince Rupert 
came, with great force, and relieved the garrison 
at Beestan, Which had been for some time again 


hesleged by the enemy. The following; day the 
soldiers plundered the parish of /Bundury exceed- 


ingly, end set Bec on fire. 

About this ume, the enemy, by: degrees, sur- 
rounded ester, placing garrisons at Hoole, Rowton, 
Huntingdon, Eocleston; Tron-bridge, Upton,” Ge. and 


also about Heeston eastle, where they began to 
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91 
raise a large mount, encompassed by a deep ditch, 
and ramparts thereon, which were almost finished q 
when there was a report that the kin go with his 
army, were marching into this county, upon 
which the enemy fled to Nantwich. 

But his Majesty advanced no further than Draa 
ton, which place he left May 24, and directed his 
march towards Uttozeter, : » ts 

During the time the enemy remained in. Nant- 
wich, the garrison of Becston sallie d forth to Ridley= 
halt, in that neighbourhood, garrisoned by about 
sixteen soldiers, placed there by the enemy for its 
defence. They first assaulted the gatehouse, but the 
parliament soldiers defended it bravely, repulsed 
them; and killed five of their men. 

The citizens of Chester were not for some 
time employed in any particular engagement, 
neither could they be supposed to be in a state of 


M 2 inactivity, 
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inactivity, when the enemy had possession of 


their outworks, and were quartered at their gates: 
but what a change to bonks parties! when they 
received intelligence of the King's departure from 
Hereford, and being upon the road with his ſorees 
to this city. The garrison how; in their turn, 
looked upon the enemy as already in their power, 
but they thought fit to retire. | 

Sept.” 26. His Majesty arrived at Chirk castle, 
and remained there with the forces during the 
night: and the next morning detached Sir Mar- 
maduke Langdale with most of the horse, over Holt 
bridge, that they mipbt be on the Cheshire side of 
the river Dee; intending that Sir Marmaduke Should 
come upon them in the rear, and that all the 
forces in the town should sally out, and so in- 
close them. | 


The King, with his — and Lord Gerrard 


with 
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with the remainder of the horse, marched this 


evening into the city, amidst the shouts and ac- 
clamations of the soldiers and citizens. His Ma- 


jesty lodged at Sir F rancis Gammul's in the Lower 


Bridge-street, opposite St. Olare's Church. 


Thus the situation of the garrison at. ä 
wore a very promising appearance; and that 
evening, Sir Marmaduke having passed the river at 
Holt, drew up his forces upon Rowton Heath, two 
miles east of this city. Major General Poyntz, 
who had marched a much harter way, after he 
was informed of the King's taking this route (and 


was advanced as far as Wiitchurckh) sent a letter to 


the parliament commander, before this city; in- 


forming him, that he was come to their rescue, 


and desiring him to send some foot to assist him 


against the King's horse. This letter Sir Marma- 


duke intercepted, and prepared accordingly. 


Sep „ 


94 
Sept. 27. Early this morning Poyntz advanced 
near this city, and was engaged by Sir Marmaduke 


with such resolution that he was forced to retire. 


with loss: notwithstanding this, he drew up his 
men again, and kept at a distance, in expectation 
of the arrival of the forces from before the city, bs 
whom he had dispatched a second courier. Dur- 
ing Ae lib garrison of Chester, not consider- 
ing, till it was too late, how Sir Murmaduke was 


situated, and there being no regular intelligence 


between him and Lord Gerurd, sent him orders to 


retreat towards Chester, where some foot drawn up 


under the command of Lord Aatey and Sir Thomas | 
Glenkum, should be ready to support him. Sir 


Marmaduke could not obey these orders: ſor if he 


had proceeded towards the city, undoubted Poyntz 


would have fallen on his rear. About noon, 


col. Jones and adj.-gen. Louthiane, having drawn 


out 


2 + 
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out 500 horse and 300 foot from beſore the city, 


began to march in haste; Which caused those in 


the garrison ta imagine that they were on the 


flight; and presently most of the horse and foot 


had orders to pursue them. They sallied out 
through the Northgate, and so by Elkokershrook.(the 
direct way through the Eaugate being blocked up 


by the besiegers) but it after wards appeared chat 


their supposed flight was an eager haste to join 
colonel Noynte, who now perceiving colonel Jones's 


men coming towards him, and having rallied his 


troops; immediately advanced upon Sir Marma- 


duke:; and then a most furious encounter took 
place. Now Sir Manhadale having to engage 
Poyntz in the front, and Jones's reinforcement have 

ing fallen upon his rear, after having fought bravely 
was at length overpowered, routed, and forced to 
retire towards Chester. Pants pursues his victory, 
following 


\ 
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ſollowing most of the horse even to the walls of 
Chester, near which Lord Gerard and the Earl of 
Lindsey were drawn out with their troops, who 
charged and repulsed him; but those disordered 
horse which fled with Sir Marmaduke, had crowded 


up all the little passes and narrow lanes between 
Hoole Heath and the city, a ground quite unfit for 
horse to fight upon; so that when a fresh body of 
the enemy's musqueteers charged resolutely upon 
them, they forced the King's horse to turn, and 
rout one another, and overbear their own officer 
who would have restrained them. The King's 
routed horse were scattered about the country, 
several made for Holt bridge, others ventured to 


eross the river at Boughton ford ; for Poyntz, being 


sufficiently satisfied with that day's success, pur- 
sued them no further. F 

| During the time of this battle, his Majesty, at 
tended 
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tended by the Mayor, Sir Francis Gamul, and 


alderman Couper, had the mortiſication of seeing 


his army routed, from the leads of the Plianir- 


tower, {a view of which is given in the title-page . 


In this battle many gentlemen and officers of 


distinction lost their lives, or were taken prisoners, 


By computation not less than 600 men were killed 


on both sides. | 

His Majesty remained that night and the next 
morning in this city, and before his departure 
gave orders to Lord Byron, then governor, and to 
his commissioners, I after ten days they saw 
no prospect of future relief, to treat for their 


£ own preservation.” Though, at the same time 


he imagined the city must surrender, even before 


be could secure his own person. 
Sept. 28. The King marched over Dec bridge 
with 500 horse, and, not without some danger, 


N | | passed 
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passed into Wales, and arrived that evening at 
Denbigh castle, attended by Sir Francis Gamull, cap- 
tain Thropp, and alderman Couper. 

They remained with the King two days, when 
these loyal citizens took a sad and final leave of 
their Sovereign; and on their return to Chester 
found it, it possible, in # more distressed situation 
than when they left* it: ſor at four o'clock that 
morning, the enemy had again forced the works 
at Boughton, (which at the last battle they were 
obliged to quit) and repossessed themselves of all 
that part of the town without the Eastgate. The 
citizens, though again confined within the narrow 
compass of their own walls, vigorously exerted 
themselves in defence of the city. 

Sept. 29. The besiegers made a breach in the 
walls near the Newgate, by the battery of 150 
cannon shot, and at night made a brisk assault 


upon 
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3 upon this breach, but were repulsed. They 


likewise attempted to mount the walls with 
'-,gcaling ladders: but some officers and soldiers 
were hauled over the walls, some of the ladders 
were dragged over, and many of the assailants 
— down and killed, and the rest forced to 
give over n 

Oct. 1, 1645. The enemy removed their bat- 
tery, and planted thirteen pieces of cannon against 
the stens, and played them furiously all that 
day, but with little or no damage to tlie city. 

Early the next morning the citizens i out, 
dismounted some of r killed seven or 
eight men, and brought in a lieutenant and an 
engineer. prisoners. 

Oct. 4. The besiegers removed their great 
ordnance, and planted four large pieces against the 
walls between the N orthgate and the. New- tower, 


Nu ena where 


400 

where the besieged had some cannon plated on 
Morgan's mount. | 

All Sunday the enemy played their artillery so. 
violently, that they beat down some of the bat- 
tlements, and forced the King's soldiers to 
retire from the walls: they likewise, by a shot, 
shattered the carriage of * of the largest cannon, 
which in the fall had two feet of the muzzle broke 
off. That night the besieged repaired the damges, 
and made entrenchments in the Lady Barros 
Hey,* which they found to be very serviceable in 
the deſence of that part of the cit. 

Oct. 6, 1645. The enemy removed their ord- 
nance about six rdods downwards, nearest to the 
New-tower, without any great effect. The day 
following they raised a battery on the Brovers-Hul! 
Hul, endeavouring with those cannon to clear the 
line within the cit. lar, 

1 5 The 

* A field extending from the North side of the Infirmary to the 
Rope-Walk | 


ht 


wo 

The enemy's horse in the evening drew up and 
surrounded the towns About five o'clock a violent 
assault was made in several places: the battle- 
ments were resolutely attacked and as resolutely 
defended, The battle was for 4 long time doubt- 
ful; great courage and perseverance appeared on 
both sides: at length the assailants having with- 
great difficulty gained the top of the walls, were 
beat off, thrown down, and killed. The besieged 
dragged up several scaling ladders over the walls, 


and took a considerable number of arms, wWhieh 


the enemy had left in their flight. 


The besiegers after this defeat gave up their in- 
tention of storming the city; and changed the 
siege into a close blockade; in order to subdue 
those by famine, who, to their honour; be it re- 
corded, could not be overcome by force. 

Nov. 16. Beeston Castle had likewise been be- 
sieged 
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Sieged for eighteen weeks past, aſter the besieged 
had been long under the dreadful. neoessity of 


eating cats, Steely 1019752 57 T0 


The Governor (colonel Bullard) in compassian- 
to his soldiers, consented to beat a parley ; where- 
upon A treaty followed : and they obtained (even 
beyond expectation in such * the follow 
ing very honorable conditions. 

Tower out, the Governor and Officers with 
horses and arms, colours flying, drums beating, 
matches lighted, a proportion of powder and 
ball, and a convoy to guard them to Flint Castle. 
This day 120 Sunday, the Carta ons surren- 
dered, and the garrison, ggduced to sixty men, 


3 


marched out. 
Many traces ef ditches, trenches, and other 


military works, are still discernable in the grounds 


=— 
LE 
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about the Castle. 
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The besieged in Chester, | finding themeelves * 
much annoyed by a floating bridge over the river, 
near Boughton, had recourse to the following con- 
trivance for the purpose of destroying it. 

They provided two boats filled with combusti- 
ble matters, and upon a day when there was a 


spring tide, turned them adrift up the river, 


to be carried by the tide to the enemy's bridge: 


where they arrived and the trains took fire, but 


by the diligence of their guards, no great damage 
was done. 


The garrison, disappointed at their scheme not 


taking effect, in the course of that day made a 


brisk sally out of the city, with 500 horse and 200 
foot, to engage them : but being overpowered, it 
was thought adviseable to retire within the walls: 


and a few were killed on either side. 


Nor. 27. Sir William Brercton sent proposals to 


tho 
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the'besieged ; but Lord Byron: and the commis- 


ke e ahi such terms as Sir William 

would not by any means comply with. | | 
Der. 10. The a sent orders to actociel | 

Booth (who had just reduced Latham house] to 

march with the Lancas hire forces to Chester, to join 

Sir William Brereton, | 

: Accordingly a few days after they arrived, to 


the great consternation of them whitin, and the 


joy of those without the walls : and immediately 
such dispositions were made, that the eity was 
| quite encompassed. 2 
'* | „„ The enemy, now numerous, — with 
4 bl | sufficient force every gate and avenue to the city . 
'$ which soon occasioned a scarcity of provisions. 
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CHAP. IV. 


1646. 


IK the beginning of January, these brave citizens 
bags want the common necessaries of life ; 
which and discontents and murmurings, 
almost to a mutiny: and the disaffected that re- 
mained within the walls, insinuated to the people, 


7 


= that 


"Vn 


r SERIE > — — .* ——— ˙ —D——— 


a» 4 N N TY * © Yan - 4 * 
9 R Waren * 
* — 5 30" oe J * 4 PEE 9 * 


106 


that notwithtanding the mjsery they were in, Bs 


95 governor and commissioners themselves lived AA. 


To obviate this wicked assersion, entirely back fy 


of foundation, 8 Lord Byron, and some of the com- 


missioners, took opportunity, severally, to invite 
the chiefs of the malecontents to dine with them, 


- entertained them with boiled wheat, and gave 


them spring water to wash it down; solemnly as- 
guring them, that such a repast as this had been 

their fare for some time past. : | 
When the citizens were informed of this, they 


all seemed inspired with the same resolution, to 


| Support them with their lives and to hold out to 


the last extremity. „ 

Jan. 10. Sir William Brereton sent a threatening 
Summons to the commanders; to which, in the 
course of five days, no answer was received. Sir 


William 


107 
| William then sent another Summons to them, pe- 
remptorily requiring them to answer it that day. 


The commanders then thought proper to send 


an answer, offering to come to a treaty, if the King 


did not relieve them in twelve days, desiring a pass 
to send him an express. But this was not com- 
plied with. 

In respect to provisions, che besieged were 
now If. far worse us 60 than ever, being 
obliged to keep themselves alive by feeding 
upon horses, dogs and cats; to such a dreadful 
necessity were they reduced. Vet by the judicious 
management of the governor and the commis- 
S629, Böth the town and garrison were content- 
ed, llt there wu the least probability of 
relief. 

They refused Bie several summonses; nor till 
they had received undoubted assurance that there 
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were no hopes of any succour, did they answer the 
tenth 5 then, and not till then, they consented to 
a treaty, previous to which, the following letters 
passed Norm e COU MANGeTs |; 

MY Lord, 

BY 1 cannot 8 you, such oenone as have 
6c Fl been tected, every day producing loss 
«« of blood and expence of treasure ; neither will 
13 trouble myself with answering the particulars 
£ of I unparalleled demands; to which, if J 
1 $hould suit mine, I should require no less than 
: | i, | 6c ene NN all the officers and commanders | 

« to be my; Prisoners, and the rest to submit to 
« mercy Ast to witnews my. desires for the reer. 
vation of the city, IJ have, upon serious con- 
« sideration and debate, thought fit to tender these 
« inclosed conditions, conceived conducible to 
© the welfare of the city, and countries adjacent ; 


& for 
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for the perfecting. whereot 1 am content com- 
„ missioners , meet, and have given commission 


66 to these gentlemen to receive your answer in 


„writing to these propositions of mine herewith 


sent, touching which I shall not be so serupu- 


* 
ol 


lous as to demand their return, not valuing to 
* hat view. they may be exposed; therefore, 
« they are left, with you, if you please, and 1 
© remain 1 
Chester Suburbs, Your Servant, 
Jan. 26 1646. | «© WM. Biznzron,”? 

To this my Lord that day returned, that 
he could not. at present give a full answer, in 
regard that he must consult the gentlemen 
joined in the commission with him; however, 
the next day he sent this answer, thus: 

Sir, 
© Those demands of mine, which you term 


© unparalleled, have been heretofore granted by 


«6 far 
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&« far greater commanders than yourself, no 2 
« paragement to you, to places in a far worse 
66 condition than, God be thanked, this is yet. 
% Witness the Bosse, Breda, and  Maestricht, and 
T—_= many other towns as have been beleagued 
« either by the Spanzards or the Hollanders ; or, to 
«© come near York and Carlisle, and nearest of all, 
* Beeston-castle ; and therefore you must excuse 
« me, if, upon the thorny of so many examples, 
5 I have not only propounded, but think fit to 
e insist upon them, as the sense of all manner of 
people in the city.—As for your nc in de- 
40 manding of myself and the rest of the com- 
«© manders and officers, to be your prisoners, I 
« would have you know, that we esteem our 
« honour above our lives, that no extremity 
« whatsoever can put so mean thoughts into the 
ee meanest of us all.—That to submit to your 


& mercy is by us reckoned amongst those things, 


6 that 
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« that we intend never to make use of,—I am 
66 novintialins Still content that the commission- 
0 ers, whose names I formerly tendered unto you, 
* meet with such as you Shall appoint, in any 
indifferent place, to treat upon honourable con- 
5 ditions; and desire you to assure yourself, that 
<« no other will be assented unto, by 
Chester-Castle, % Your Servant, 
Jan. 27, 1646. Jonx ByroN.” 
To which Sir William Brereton sent the following 
reply: 
« My Lord, 
«© I cannot believe that you conceive the war 
e betwixt the Hollanders and Spaniards is to be made 
« a precedent for us; neither can I believe that 
ec such conditions as you demand were granted to 
cc the Bosse, Breda, or Maestricht. Sure I am, none 
* guch were given to York, Carlisle, or Beeston, 
= though 
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though some of them were maintained by as . 


great commanders as yourself and no disparage- 


ment to you. I shall therefore offer to your 


consideration the example of Liverpool, Basing, 


and Latham, who, by their refusal ot honourable 
«© terms when they were propounded, were not 
6 Jong aſter subjected to captivity and the sword. 
“ You may, therefore, in pity to all those inno- 
c cents under your command, tender their Safety 
© and preservation of the city; for which end I 
* have sent you fair and honourable conditions, 
” such as are the sense of all the officers and sol- 
oF diers with me; which being rejected, you may 
& expect worse from | 
Chester Suburbs, „ Your Servant, 

Jan. 27. 1646. « War, BATRETOx.“ 
It now being thought adviseable to come to a 


treaty, the Lord Pyron fixed upon eighteen com- 


missioners 


* 
, 
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missioners, and a greater number were appointed 


on behalf of the besiegers, which is taken notice 


of by Sir. Vm. Brereton.in'a letter to the parliament, 


| wherein he says, I was the more. desirous to 


have a number of commissioners, that the sol- 
ce djers might be better satisfied with that which 
« was agreed unto by their officers; and the offi- 


ce cers would be more careful to keep the soldiers 


„ to an observance of those conditions, which 


ce they themselves had signed and ratiſied.“ 
The ARTICLES of SURRENDER... 
ARTICLE I. They, the Lord Byron, and all 


c noblemen, commanders, officers, _ gentlemen, 


soldiers, and all other persons whatever, now 
« residing in the city of Chester, and the castle 
* and ſort thereof, shall have liberty to march 
« out of the said city, caxtle, and fort, with. all 
their apparel whatsoever, and no other, or more 


P „ goods 
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goods, horses, or arms, than are hereaſter-men- 
«tioned; viz. The Lord Byron with his horse 
< and arms, and teir men with their horses 
and arms, to attend him; also his lady and 
« gervants, two coaches and four horses in each 
of them, for the accommodation of them and 
e guch other ladies and gentlemen as the said 
Lord Byron shall think meet; witlt eighty of 
ec the saĩd lor&s books; and all his deeds and evi= 
er dences, manuseripts and writings in his posses- 
a ow. And the said lord and lady, nor any of 
« his' attendants, shall carry amongst them all 
< above forty pounds in money and twenty pounds 
| c in plate. The rest of the noblemen, with their 
« ladies and servants, to march with their horses, 
« each of the saĩd lords attended with four men, 
« their Horses and arths; and every such noble- 
_ «man carrying with him not above thirty pounds 5 


* in money. Every knight and colonel to march 


115 


with four men, their horses and arms; no such 


knight or colonel to carry with him above ten 

pounds in money. | Every lieutenant-colonel, 

C major and captain of horse, with one 0 

horses and arms; and such lieutenant-colonel, 

«© major and captain, not to carry with him above 
o 


< five pounds i in money. Every captain of hot, 


< esquire, graduate, preaching minister, gentle- 


% man of quality, the advocate and secretary of 
<* thearmy, every of them with his own horse 
and sword, the ministers without swords ; none 
| of them carrying with him above fifty shillings; 
and the ministers to have all their own manu- 
scripts, notes and evidences. Lieutenants, cor- 
. nets, ensigns, and other inferior officers in com- 
mission, on foot, with every man his own 


sword, and not above twenty shillings in 


„money. All troopers, soldiers, gunpowdere 
| ' P2 | «« makers, 
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6 makers, Moulds, and all others not before 
mentioned to march without horse or arms; and 
cc that none of the said persons before- mentioned 
7 shall, in their march, after they are out of the 
T a and Hidertles thereof, be FO search- 


6 5 or mdlested. oh L © 


e FR Went . de ve 


T that please to march out of the city, shall have 
«all their apparel with them; and such officers 
e Wites Whose husbänds are prisoners, or absent, 
& may carry such suis of money with them as 
A e ag by these articles to commanders, 


Ene C2 + EY + | | 1 + 1 "ICT 
e officers, or gentlemen of their husband's qualities, 


and no more. 


4 III. That none of the commanders, or any 
& other, at or before their marching out of the 
& city, castle, or fort, injure or plunder the goods 
«or arms of any person, nor carry any thing away 


535% £1 #4 | * 5 8 
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out of the city, castle, or fort, but what is their 


© own, and hereby allowed. | 
« IV. That all citizens and others now resid- 


cc ing within the city, shall be saved and secured 


„ in their persons, and their goods and estates 


66 within the city and liberties thereof, be pre- 
«« gerved and kept from the plunder and violence 
« of the soldiers; and have the like Wen of | 
« trade as other towns under the LE, pro- 


&< tection have, and such immunities as they of 


« right ought to have. And that every such 


« merchant and tradesman of Chester, as shall de- 
« Sire to go into North-Wales to look after his 
& good s, shall have a pass to 90 thither and re- 
« turn back again, he first giving security, that 
« during his absence he will do no act to the pre- 
« judice of the parliament ; and that no such per- 
« gon shall at any time, without licence, carry 


4272 


„ more 
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« more with him than sufficient to defray the 
« charges of his journey. And that all citizens 


<« and other inhabitants (who shall now or here- 


Do 8 desire to march out of the city of Chexter, 


* and not act any thing against the parliament) 


e their wives and families shall have the benefits 


45 and privileges of inhabitants. g 
«& V, That such officers or soldiers as shall be 


. eſt sick or wounded within the city of Cheater, 


& or the castle or forts thereof, shall have liberty 
« to stay till their recovery, and have passes or 
« canyoy te any of the King's gartisons not 
2 blocked up, in the mean time to be provided for. 
VI. That the said Lord 1 
6 commanders, gentlemen, officers, and soldiers. 
< and all others that shall march out of the town, 
« shall have liberty to march (0 Conway, and five | 


« days allowed them of n thither, with a 


66 convoy 


aw 
* 


A Frei. 
5 — — 4 


2 n 


uz 

6c convoy of two hundred horse; the aud officers 
e and soldiers shall have liberty to go to their 

* own homes, all of them to have free quarters on 
«their march, and twelve carriages if they hall 
te have occasion to use 80 many, which carriages 
s are to be returned on the £26 7 — , and . chat 


6e passes be given them for kel; safe return to 


cc Chester, and that they be secured until they re- 


«1 53 K# 3 


cc turn thither. D 


{ 
VII. That no HEE on "Lis march shall be 


6 inveigled or enticed from his colours « or eom- 


x 


cc mand, with any 3 or inducement whats 
66 Joeyer: = | 
« VIII, That all such persons, citizens or 
7 others, who have Bai in Chester, and are 
« now in places remote, shall have the like bene- 
(ce fit of these articles, as those who are now rest 
«gent in the city. has 


cc IX. That 
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oh IX. That the friends of the Earls of Derby 
6 and Lal, or any of those whose dead bodies 
cc are not yet interred in Chester,, Shall have two 
os months time to fetch them thence whither they 


40 plense, provided that none of them. come at- 


"wu tended with above twenty horses. be 


ce K. het no church within the city, 0 or evi- 


4 dence or writings belonging to the nes shall 


* 


6c be Ra 


* ry 


XI. That such Irish a as were born of ph 
15 « parents, and have taken part with the rebels in 
« * Ireland, now in the city, shall be prisoners. . 

. XII. That all 8 horses and arms belong- 
66 ing to those that march out, and not by these 
cc articles allowed to be taken and carried out of 


6 « the city, except Such. horses as are the Proper 


6c « goods of the citizens and inhabitants that Shall 


remain in the city before the delivery of the 


„% game, 


f 1 


6 same, be brought, the horses into the Castle- | 


= court, and the arms into the Shrre-hall, where 
2 & officers shall be appointed to receive them. 
" ce XIII. That in consideration of this, the said 
ey DO | | 
A cc city and castle, without any slighting or de- 
3 facing thereof, with all the ordnance, arms, am- 
. | munition, and all other furniture and provi- 
» 6 4 of war FRY whatsoever, except 
an : what is allowed to be carried away, and all the 
7 6 records in the castle without diminution, em- 
| *< bezzling or defacing, be delivered to the said 
5s « Fir, William Brereton, or such as he shall appoint, 

& for the use of the king and parliament, upon 
N 66 Tuesday next, being the third of this instant 
: „February, 1646, by ten o'clock in the fore- 
; IT 

66 NOON. An ly E a | 
Jy | 
N « XIV. That the fort, with all ordnance, 
arms, ammunition, and provisions therein, of 
1 l | | | 
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te what sort whatsoever „ not firmly granted or al- 
&© lowed upon the signing these articles, be deli- 
« vered to Sir William Breretong or such as he shall 
6 appoint. <p> 1 

„ XV. That upon signing these articles, all 
6 prisoners in the city, castle, or fort, that have 
r Ben in arms for the parliament; or imprisoned 
« for adhering thireunto; shall immediately be 
« at liberty. 

XVI. That the convoys shall not receive 
6c any injury on their journey, going or coming 
" back, and shall have three days allowed for 
ec their return. | 

. XVII. That if any persons concerned in 
« any of these articles, shall violate any part of 
te them, such persons shall lose the benefit of the 
« gald articles. 

„XVIII. That upon signing of the articles, 


| „ sufficient 
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sufficient hostages (such as shall be —— 
« of ) be given for the performance of the said ar- 
« ticles. Signed by us the commissioners ap- 
pointed on the behalf of the right honourable 
« Jord Byron. | 
* Eduund.,Ferney, John Ratinzon, Thamar Chal- 
* mondelcy, Peier Griffith, Henry Leigh, Thomas 
«© Thropp, Christopher Blease, William Ince, John 
erden, John Johnson, Edmund Moreton, 
« Thomas, Bridge. 
| „ What is done by the cammissioners is con- 
< firmed by 
& J..BYRON.!?” 
— to this, the brave and loyal city of 
Chester, which had held out twenty weeks beyond 
expectation, being now subdued by famine only, 


was. upon the third day of February, 1646, sur- 


rendered up to the parliament forces ; who imme- 


Q2 5 diately 
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diately took possession of it: and soon after two 
thousand arms, and five hundred and twenty head 
pieces were brought into the castle, agreeably to 
the 14th article of the treaty. | 

Feb. 16. Three days afterwards, orders came 
down from the parliament to regulate'the garrison, 
and to appoint alderman William Edwards to be co- 
lonel of the regiment, and mayor of the city of 
Clester, until the time of electing a new mayor, 
which should not be until the year 1647. 

At the same time the ord and mace were re- 
stored to the city, the 'high-cros pulled down, 
and the fonts taken away out of the parish churches 
in Clister; © ee. 907. cis 
Oct. ist. The parliament displaced the persons 
hereafter named from being N justices of the peace, 
aldermen, sheriffs-peers, and common-council- 
men, by a public ordinance, which recited, that 


} » these 
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these delinquents had been in arms, or had other- 


wise been violent fomenters of these unnatural 


wars against the parliament, viz. 


Charles Walley, mayor, Nicholas Tnce, Randle 


Holme, Francis Gamutl, Sir Robert Brerewood, Thomas 


Smith, Richard Dutton, Robert Sproston, aldermen 
and justices of the peace. 
James Farl of Derby, John Farl Rivers, Richard 
Broster, Thomas Savage, aldermen. | 
Humphrey Phillips, E dward Hulton, Thomas Weston, 
Richard Wright, Humplirey Lloyd, Richard | Taylor, 
and Arthur Walley, sheriffs-peers and common- 
council- wen. | 
The city suffered much during this siege. The 
city lands were all mortgaged, the funds quite ex- 
hausted, the plate melted down, and the churches 
(particularly St. John's being so long in the pos- 
session of the enemy) were much damaged. 


The 
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1 The following buildings were most of them de- 
stroyed by the garrison, to prevent them being a 
shelter to the enemy: The chapel in Spital-Bough- 
ton, and all the houses and out-houses thereabout ; 
all the mansion-houses and other edifices near the 
Bars; many dwelling-houses in the — 
Cow-lane, mi about Sz. John's church, and the 
Janes adjacent; the Further Northgate-strect, with 


all its lanes, and the chapel of St. John, were burnt 
down to the ground; from Dee-Bridge, all the 


Suburbs of Handbridge, with the lanes, barns, and 
buildings thereunto adjoining, were all pulled 
down. The Nei- glover's work-houses, under the 


walls, near the Bridge, were all demolished ; as 


were likewise the following halls and mansion- 


houses, in and near the city: Brewers-hall, over 
the water, facing the Watergate; Bache- hall, belong- 
ing to Mr. Whitby; Blacon-hall, with the dairy- 


house, 


197 
house, Sir Randle Crewe's, Overleigh-hall, near Hand- 


zridge, belonging to Mr. Ellis; Nuns*-hall, Sit 
William Brereton's; Dutton-hall, Northgate-street, 
Mr. Jolly's ; Flookersbrook-hall, Mr. Thomas Smith's ; 
Hoole-hall, belonging to Mr. Bunbury; Bretton-hall, 
Mr. Ravenseroft”s ; the hall in St. John's divrch 
yard, Lord Cholmondeley's; Mr. Wilkam Gamull's 
house; and Mr. John Werden's, near the Newgate. 
The city was supposed to sustain damages on 
a very moderate calculation to the amount of two 


hundred thousand pounds. 


1 ABOUT Midsummer, 1648, the plague raged 80 


violently in Chester, that more than two thousand 


of chose unfortunate citizens died of this dreadful 


disease. The city, in the course of a short time, 
became 
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became so deserted, that grass grew in the princi- 


pal streets. 26 angler 
The parliament, being apprized of the misera- 
ble situation of the inhabitants, made the follow- 
ing order :— Lt ME; | LY 
Vy Whereas Chester is grieviously visited with the 
c pestilence, very few families being clear, by rea- 
son whereof almost all persons of ability have 
6 left the said city, there remaining, for the most 


part, only the poor, who are altogether deprived 


c of trading, and if not presently relieved, are 


5 like to perish for want, and endanger the in- 
= fecting the adjacent counties : And whereas the 
% county of Chester is exceedingly impoverished 
« by the late war; tis ordered, that the ministers 


“of London and Westminster, those in the counties 


*5 of Chester, Kent, Susser, Surry, Southampton, Mid- 


*© dleser, Esser, Her Ford, Cambridge, Sigfolſ, and 
& Norfolh, 


* 


129. 


0 Norfolk, do, after next Lord's day, after the re- 
e ceipt of this ordinance, earnestly move their 
ce people to contribute for the relief of the said 


« distressed inhabitants.“ 


In August, 1648, Captain Oldham and Lieutenant 


K 


Asſron were seized, upon a strong suspicion of 
having a design of seizing the garrison for the use 


of the King: in a short time after, they were 


tried, and condemned to be shot in the Corn- 


market. 
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At the place of execution Oldham confessed that 


od, x = 


a disappointment of some military preferment was 


pe 


the cause of his revolting; and, at the same time 
declared, that the principal citizens, who had 
been suspected, were no ways concerned in the 


affair. 
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The other contrivers of this business, being 


prisoners of war, were referred to the General. 
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Sir George Booth, a person of one of the best 


fortunes in Cheshire, in 1659, undertook to possess 


himself of the city and castle of Chester, for the use 
of the King. | 
Also Sir Thomas Middleton, (who, as well as Sir 
George Booth, had been in the service of the parlia- 
ment) 6 being a man possessed of as much interest 


in North Wales as Sir George in Cheshire, was ready 


to join with him: and both of them to unite en- 


tirely with the King's party in those counties. 


. Accordingly, the time being fixed, about the 


middle of July, Sir George advanced towards Ches- 


ter, and arrived, at the rendezvous, within four 
or five miles of the city, the night beſore. 
i This night there fell excessive rain, with a cold 


high wind, that it was universally allowed that so 


great a storm was seldom known in winter, which 


was very extraordinary at this season of the year, 
and 
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and which caused to the troops much distress and 


confusion. 

Sir George Booth came there in person, with a 
good troop of horse, which he brought with him 5 
and found many more, though (owing to the 
tempestuousness of the night) not so many as he 
expected. 

In the course of the night, Sir Thomas Middleton 
joined Sir George with his forces, and, early in 
the morning, they marched into Chevter, | with a 
sufficient force to suppress all those who had any 
inclination to oppose them. 

They then published their declaration, rather 
against those who called themselves the Parlia- 
ment, and usurped the government by the power 
of the army, than owning directly the King's in- 


terest. 


They 


4 
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They Sd. 16 That since God had suffered the 
« spirit of division to continue in this nation, 
T which was left without any settled foundation 
« of religion, liberty and property; the legisla- 


< tive power usurped at pleasure; the army, 


raised for its defence, misled by their superior. 


<« officers; and no face of government remaining 
ee that was lawfully constituted ; therefore they, 
« being sensible of their duty and utter ruin, if 


these distractions should continue, had taken 


up arms in vindication of the freedom of par- 


«« laments, of the known laws, liberty, and pro- 
« perty, and of the good people of this nation, 
« groaning under insupportable ao ; that they 
« cannot: despair of the blessing of God, nor of 
* the cheerful concurrence of all good people, 
* and of the undeceived part of the army, whose 
< arrears and future een een they would 


„ procure, 


| 
1 


0 


* 
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procure, suffering no imposition or force on 
** any man's conscience.'?  _ | | 

But though they mentioned nothing of his Ma- 
jesty, in express terms, they gave all countenance 
and reception, and all imaginable assurance, to 
the King's party, who had directions from the 
King to concur and to unite themselves to them. 
. The parliament immediately sent an army, 


under the command of Colonel Lambert, who made 


such incredible haste, in coming down, that Sir 


George Booth found that he was not within less 
than a day's march before, he thought, he could 
have been halt the way. 

Sir George himself had not 5850 acquainted with 
war, a the officers, who 5 1 with 6 were 
not of ind or humour, yet all were desirous 
to fight (the natural infirmity of the nation, which 
could never endure the view of an enemy without 


engaging 


8 
N 
3 


= 


engaging in a battle) and, instead of retiring into 


= f 5 8 - wh the city, which they might have defended against 
. | . a much greater army than Lambert had with him, | 
= l longer than he could stay beſore it, they marched 

[1 to meet him, and were, after a short encounter, - 


2 [ 1 3 routed by him and totally broken; so that, the 
* : Rs | | next day, the gates of Chester were opened to Lam- 
| Wr. Sir George Booth himself made his flight in a 
2 disguise, but he was taken upon the way, and 
| sent prisoner to the Tower. 
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| | DESCRIPTION | 
OF 5 
PLATES IN THIS WORK. 


THE VIGNETTE, 5 
In Title page, 
Represents the Phoenix Tower, on which King 
Charles I. stood, and saw his army defeated on 
Rowton Moor. | 
Cn. I. The Old Eastgate. 
——— II. The Bars. 
— III. Bridge-gate. 
— IV. The Water Tower. 
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